2 Easter
Hope is fragile but essential for the people awaiting resurrection.

“The best response to suffering and inhumanity for me is to make
something beautiful.” Ukrainian artist, Dave Melnychuk

March 27, 2022
10:00am

Prelude

Duke StreetArr. John C. Hatton

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Welcome
Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Hymn

Christ the Lord is Risen Today! Alleluia!#369

Prayer of the Day
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your
Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Children’s’ Message
Ministry Moment: Grace Lutheran Community’s CEO, Amy Duhr
Reading: Acts 5:27 – 32
27
When [temple police] had brought [the apostles forward], they had them stand before the council. The
high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But
Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God!

Reading: Revelation 1:4 – 8
4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and
freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will
see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be.
Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God!

Cover art by Lynne Ziehr et al.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: John 20:19 – 31
The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the others, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you hold onto the sins of any, they are held onto.”
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
19

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn

The Peace of the Lord#646

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Variations on a French Carol for EasterEdward Beals

Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need,
and all of creation.
A brief silence.
. . . God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life–giving Spirit; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.

Amen.

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!#380

Hymn
Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Christ ist erstandenHans Buchner

Church Office Hours
Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713
Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org
If you missed one of our services, you can find them on the “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire
Wisconsin” YouTube page. If you would like to follow along with a bulletin they can be found on our
website (https://grace–church.org/) under the “Our Ministry” section.
Services are also broadcast on the following platforms:
Televised Service
Sunday
10:30am WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD (every other week)
Thursday 1:30pm Cable Channel 993 (ChipVal CTV Pub Ed)
Radio Service
Sunday
8:30am WAYY 790 AM

Grace Behind the Scenes
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Thanks to the 20 plus people who made our worship space so lovely for the
Easter Season. Photos of many of their labors are on the bulletin board you pass
on the way to the elevators. Together with all our glorious musicians and each
of you who came and brought friends, we celebrated Christ’s resurrection in a
very beautiful way.
Grace members have come through in a big way to support the Ukrainian
relief efforts of Lutheran World Relief. We gathered $2675 which are being
matched by a generous donor to provide $5350 worth of support. Our check
has been sent to LWR, but if you would like to have additional gifts matched,
donate by following this link:
https://lwr.org/
At the top of the page should be a button that says “Crisis in Ukraine: Latest
News”. Click that and one of the first things you should see is a button that
says “Give Now”. Click that to go to the online giving platform. Remember, the
deadline for matching funds is April 25.
If you love the bulletin covers Ukrainian eggs, do check out the larger display
in the glass cabinet by the ground floor elevator entrance.
Many of you know that several men who had to flee Afghanistan are settling
into the Eau Claire community. You may see some of them around our building
on Tuesdays and Thursdays as they meet with their lawyer to prepare their
immigration case. How delightful that we have this small role to play in their
life changing (and life saving) move!

Spring Cleanup

The Building and Property Ministry will be holding their annual Spring
Cleanup on April 30th from 9 until 12. Anyone who would like to help make
our church and the grounds look great for the upcoming year is welcome to
come. Thank you.

Peter and the Starcatcher

Have fun and support our own Arthur Grothe’s production!
Many of you know Arthur or have seen him leading prayers at Grace. He is
the director of the UW EC play, Peter and the Starcatcher. The play is a riff on
the Peter Pan story, and is engaging for all ages. We will have a Grace group going
together on Sunday, May 1, 1:30pm at the Pablo as we seek intergenerational
ways to have fun together. Come and support our UW–EC student neighbors
in their production. You can order tickets directly from the Pablo at 715–832–
2787 or in person at the box office. Tell them you are in the “Grace group” and/
or “Arthur’s group.” With our special discount, tickets and fees will be $14.50.
Some financial assistance available for those who could not otherwise attend.
Ask Pastor Phil for details.

Online Streaming Services

We are trying an experiment for those who have been watching our Sunday services on YouTube. During
this month we will live stream the service on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk3CdLQ1sDO6esaa3zUMKCQ/featured
This allows you to tune in and participate in the service as it is happening. Go that the link above after
10m on Sunday and you should find it. We are working on a way to have a link on the website. A bulletin in
pdf form will be available on our website so you can speak and sing the congregational parts with those of us
in–person. Later in the week, Bill will repost the service with hymn lyrics embedded and other refinements
he makes after the service is over. TV and Radio broadcasts will continue as they have been. If you “Subscribe”
to the YouTube and click on the bell to the right of the subscription button, you will receive alerts when we
go live.

Grace Lutheran Communities Spiritual Care

Rev. Debra Boynton
While the residents of River Pines and Prairie Pointe’s favorite activity is Bingo, Evening Prayer is among
their favorites. After a satisfying evening meal, residents gather at the Fireside for prayer, reflection, and
confession. The inmate setting of Evening Prayer provides a warm and reassuring end to the day.
The worshiping communities of Edgewood, Willowbrook, River Pines and Prairie Pointe begin their
celebration of the cross and resurrection on Palm Sunday with the reading of the Passion of Our Lord
According to Saint John. The time of repentance begun on Ash Wednesday concludes on Maundy Thursday
with the absolution, celebration of Holy Communion and the Striping of the Altar. Our Good Friday Service
includes the reading of scripture with singing of hymns in between the readings. The Bidding Prayers and
Adoration of the Crucified conclude our worship as we await the mystery of our redemption, the Resurrection
of Our Lord.

Crafter’s Corner

“Spring Sale Thank You”
A special thank you to all that contributed to making our Spring Sale a
success. We made just under $200, $100 of which will be donated to the
Ukraine Relief Fund. Please also note that we have some Spring/Summer
wreaths left. If you want to see them, please let one of us know. Contact Tess
Boernke, Wilma Hovland, Gloria Mittelstadt or you can leave your name &
number with Andrew in the office and someone will get in touch with you.
Wednesday, April 27th 9:30am to Noon will be our next craft session. All
are welcome.

Bulletin Cover Art

We are always looking for members to share their creative talents with the congregation. Below is a list of
upcoming lessons for the month of May. If any of these inspire you, please send in your creations and we will
feature them on the cover of the bulletin.
• May 1 John 21:1–19 The risen Jesus meets fishing Peter
• May 8 John 10:22–30 Jesus is the Good Shepherd
• May 22 Acts 16:9–15 A woman named Lydia opens her heart to God (Also this is a day we celebrate
musicians)
• May 29 Acts 16:16–34 Paul Heals a Woman and Sings Songs in Prison

Altar Flowers

This Sunday’s Flowers were given by LeRoy Schultz in memory of Lois Schultz. Thank You.
Altar flower sign–up cards are available again. Pick one up in the entryway off of the Oxford Ave Parking
Lot. Please choose a card for the date you would like, fill it out, and place it in the offering plate or bring it to
the church office. If you choose a florist other than 4 Seasons, you will be responsible for bringing the flowers
the morning of the service.
We are also trying out a new program. If you are giving electronically through Vanco, there is now an
option to purchase altar flowers through Vanco’s website or their mobile app. Please order at least a week in
advance to give us time to process your request.

