Seventh Sunday After
Pentecost

July 24, 2022
10:00am

Prelude

Toccata DuodezimaGeorg Muffat

Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:
In † Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.

Amen.
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Hymn

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie (sung in English)

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever–living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that
weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Children’s Time
First Reading: Genesis 18:20 – 32
20
Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their
21
sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to
me; and if not, I will know.”
22
So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the
Lord. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
24
Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it
for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do what is just?” 26And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole
place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am
but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for
lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty–five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose
forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh do not let
the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty
there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy
it.”

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Colossians 2:6 – 15
6
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
8
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every
ruler and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body
of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised
with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And when you were dead in
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave
us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside,
nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them,
triumphing over them in it.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God!

Solo
Lord, to Whom Our Prayers AscendFranz Schubert
Diana Cataldi, soprano
Gospel Acclamation

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of GodW&P 122

Gospel: Luke 11:1 – 13
The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
5
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before
him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children
are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and
give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him
whatever he needs.
1

“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone
who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will
give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”
9

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn

What A Friend We Have in Jesus#742

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
. . . Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through
Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Offering

Our Father Who Art in HeavenJ. S. Bach

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these
gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.

Amen.

Hymn

If You But Trust in God to Guide You#769

Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Concerto I in G MajorJ. S. Bach
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Welcome Grace’s
New Choir
Director!
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We are excited to announce
that our own Diana Cataldi
has accepted the position of
Choir Director for the Adult
and the Family Choir at Grace!
Diana is a member of the
congregation and a member
of the Grace Choir. She comes
with a strong educational and
professional background as
a performer and teacher. She
has a Doctor of Musical Arts
in Vocal Performance from
The Ohio State University.
Master’s and Bachelor’s
are from the University
of Cincinnati. Diana also
earned a Post Baccalaureate in
Communication Sciences &
Disorders from UWEC.
Diana has most recently taught at UWEC, and Viterbo University in La
Crosse. Prior to that she was on the faculty at Wright State University in
Dayton, Ohio and was Director of Music at First United Church of Christ,
North College Hill, OH. She has extensive experience as soloist with choirs and
orchestras.
Grace Lutheran Church warmly welcomes Diana Cataldi!

Happy Birthday!

God bless, Roland Krause, as he turns 95 years old Saturday, July 23rd!

Women’s Summer Bible Study
August 3 at 1pm

Spirit Lutheran will host a Bible study workshop using the Gather Magazine
studies in the May/June and July/August issues. All women are welcome to
attend. It will be in our Fellowship Hall downstairs. There is an elevator for
your convenience also. Bring your Gather magazines, and copies will also be
available. Pastor Becca Holland will lead the study.

Coffee and treats will be provided. We will have a free will offering to be given to the WELCA Katie’s
Fund, which is used for women’s enrichment in the ELCA.
The Bible study uses the concept of quilting to explore rest, renewal, and Christian community. Bring a
quilt to display. This can be any size quilting project, your work or maybe a family piece. Attach your name
and a short explanation.
Hope to see you there.

Blessing Box

Please help us Replenish Our Blessing Box
Our Blessing Box, located at the front entrance of Grace
Church, provides non perishable food as well as hygiene items
to our neighbors in need. Our Blessing Box is getting low! The
Mission Outreach Ministry will collect nonperishable and
personal hygiene products August 14–21. A basket will be in the
Narthex for collection.
Suggested items include:
• Cereal
• Canned soup
• Canned vegetables
• Granola Bars
• Fruit Cups
• Canned Meat
• Peanut Butter
• Jelly
• Shampoo
• Soap
• Toothpaste
Of course, you are always welcome to put your items directly
in the Blessing Box at any time.

Watch for It . . .

Life & Growth and Education Ministries

Summer Suppers

Summer Suppers are needed for the families at Beacon House.
Our upcoming commitment for providing food at the homeless shelter is for the following dates:
• Sunday, July 31
• Monday, August 1
• Tuesday, August 2
• Wednesday, August 3
Lighter fare is always welcome during the summer. Check out the menus posted on the Lighthouse in
the Narthex. We will learn about the number of residents by July 27 so that we can plan the amount of food
needed each evening.
Thank you for your continued support of this community outreach mission of our congregation.

Summer Concerts

If you are looking for some free entertainment Wednesday evenings, the Eau Claire Municipal Band has
begun their summer concert series. Concerts begin at 7:30pm at the bandshell in Owen Park. Concerts will
run every Wednesday evening from now until the last week in July.

Altar Flowers

Altar flower sign–up cards are available again. Pick one up in the entryway off of the Oxford Ave Parking
Lot. Please choose a card for the date you would like, fill it out, and place it in the offering plate or bring it to
the church office. If you choose a florist other than 4 Seasons, you will be responsible for bringing the flowers
the morning of the service.
We are also trying out a new program. If you are giving electronically through Vanco, there is now an
option to purchase altar flowers through Vanco’s website or their mobile app. Please order at least a week in
advance to give us time to process your request.
If you have ordered altar flowers through 4 Seasons and have taken them home, please return the vase to
Andrew in the office so we can bring them back to 4 Seasons to be used again.

Church Office Hours
Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713
Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org
If you missed one of our services, you can find them on the “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire
Wisconsin” YouTube page. If you would like to follow along with a bulletin they can be found on our
website (https://grace–church.org/) under the “Our Ministry” section.
Services are also broadcast on the following platforms:
Televised Service
Sunday
10:30am WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD (every other week)
Thursday 1:30pm Cable Channel 993 (ChipVal CTV Pub Ed)
Radio Service
Sunday
8:30am WAYY 790 AM
Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Thursday by 12:00 p.m. by
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713

