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Gathering

Prelude Of the Fathers Love Begotten  Wilbur Held

Welcome

Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  #257

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Opening Litany
At every beginning there is a yearning.

O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming.
Awaken our hearts to expect the unexpected and imagine the unimaginable.

O Emmanuel, wake us up to your coming.
We welcome your presence now with the lighting of this candle whose flame brings warmth to winter and 
fills this place with the glow of hope.

Amen

Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Family Choir He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
The Lord looks down and all around at every shining face. 
He hears our call and loves us all; each color, creed, and race. 
He sees us all, the great and small. He loves and understand, 
As every day He guides our way with His loving hands.



He’s got the whole world in His hands, 
He’s got the whole wide world in His hands. 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
He’s got the whole world in His hands. 
He’s got you and me brother, in His hands. 
He’s got you and me sister in His hands. 
He’s got you and me brother in His hands, 
He’s got the whole world in His hands.

Children’s Time / Lighting of the Advent Candles



Word

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1–5
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2In days to come

the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

5O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Romans 13:11–14
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem Wondrous Love  Larry Shackley
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.



To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb Who is the great ‘I am’; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 
While millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be; 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on.

Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel for today is from Matthew the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers  #244



Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

. . . God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the 
prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

Meal

Offering All Earth is Hopeful  David Cherwien



Offering Prayer
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of 
bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing 
and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

Prayer after Communion
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy 
mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Sending

Blessing
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
† bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Hymn



Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Toccata on Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow  Micheal Burkhardt

Portions of service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS103714

Portions of the service reprinted/podcast under OneLicense.Net A–724795.

Minister: Rev. Phil Ruge–Jones
Assisting Minister: Arthur Grothe

Reader: Anita Reid

Organist: Wilma Hovland
Choir Director: Diana Cataldi



Church Office Hours

Monday  —  Thursday : 10am  —  2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

If you missed one of our services, you can find them on the “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire 
Wisconsin” YouTube page. If you would like to follow along with a bulletin they can be found on our 

website (https://grace–church.org/) under the “Our Ministry” section.
Services are also broadcast on the following platforms:

Televised Service
Sunday 10:30am WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD (every other week)
Thursday 1:30pm Cable Channel 993 (ChipVal CTV Pub Ed)

Radio Service
Sunday 8:30am WAYY 790 AM

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Thursday by 12:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713




