
Second Sunday in 
Lent

February 25, 2024
10:00am

The World’s Way

excluding the unclean
leaving things as they are

living out of fear 
accusing and condemning

being with the right people
rules as an end in themselves

paralyzing, solemnity
old ways defining family by blood ties

God’s work as containable
broken community 

hungry people 
pursuing self–interest

self–preservation 
seeking personal greatness

violence, death, and domination

God’s Way

embracing the unclean 
turning things around 
courageously trusting God’s presence
welcoming and forgiving
befriending sinners and tax collectors
rules serving human wholeness 
rising up new celebration 
defining family by doing God’s will
God’s work as beyond our control
new community 
bread multiplied and shared
attention to the least of these
self–sacrifice for others 
becoming a servant self–giving
life–giving service empowerment



Gathering

Prelude Standing in the Need of Prayer  Calvin Taylor*

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
who writes the law on our hearts,
who draws all people together through Jesus.

Amen

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

* Standin’ in the Need of Prayer is from Spiritual Meditations. This prelude is offered in celebration of Black History Month. Calvin Taylor 
received the Bachelor of Music from Oberlin College, Master of Music from The University of Michigan, and Doctor of Musical Arts from 
the University of Kentucky. Elaine met Calvin Taylor at the AGO convention this summer, and is proud to share some of his spiritual settings.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.
We hoard resources while our neighbors
are hungry and cold.
We speak in ways that silence others.
We are silent when we should speak up.
We keep score in our hearts.
We let hurts grow into hatred.
For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.
Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:
Out of love for the whole world,
God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin,
washes away our wrongs,
and restores the promise of life through † Jesus Christ.

Amen

Opening Hymn The God of Abraham Praise  #831

Apostolic Greeting

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, and 
Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Kyrie

Breathing
Inhale: Turn me, Lord.
Exhale: And send me in your way.

Prayer of the Day
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to 
be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly 
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word

Children’s Message

The First Reading is from Genesis, Chapter 17
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant 
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.”

Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with 
you:  You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations,  for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you.”



God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

The Second Reading is from Romans, Chapter 4
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents 
of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”) — in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to 
what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.”

He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already 
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb.

No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised.

Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for ours 

also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 
who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  arr. Gilbert M. Martin
When I survey the wondrous cross on 

which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss and pour 

contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, that I 
should boast,

Save the death of Christ, my God!
All the vain things that charm me most, I 

sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down!

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or 
thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that 
were a present far too small;

Love, so amazing, so divine. Demands 
my soul, my life, my all! Amen



Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel for today comes from Mark Chapter 8
Glory to you, O Lord.

And Jesus began to teach them that it’s inevitable that the Human One suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the high priests and the legal experts and be put 
to death and after three days rise.” And he was speaking the word plainly. 

And taking him aside, Peter began to rebuke him. But Jesus, turning and seeing his 
disciples, rebuked Peter, and says, “Get behind me, Satan, because you’re not thinking in 
God’s terms but in human terms.”

And summoning the crowd along with his disciples, he said to them, “If any want to 
follow after me, let them renounce themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
‘Cause all who want to save their lives will lose them, but all who will lose their lives for me 
and the good news will save them. ‘Cause what does it profit people to acquire the whole 
world and forfeit their lives? ‘Cause what would people give in exchange for their lives? 
‘Cause all who are ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
also the Human One will be ashamed of them when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Verses 1, 2, 3, & Lent 2)  #334



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 
creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Meal

Offering How Firm A Foundation  Raymond Haan
Offering Prayer
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have 
gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but 
with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer (sing)
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts

as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid have 

grape juice instead of wine.



Prayer After Communion
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat 
are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, 
the Bread of life.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and † give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Hymn How Firm a Foundation  #796

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share your bread.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Toccata  Pachelbel

Portions of service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
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Copyright information:

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery, Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday (25th)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
Strong Bodies – 1pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 10am
Text Study – 12pm
Lenten Service – 6:15pm
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
Strong Bodies – 1pm
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Sunday (25th)
Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Jonah, Scouts, ECWiT, ADRC, Theater Guild, 
Randall Park Neighborhood Association

Lenten Services
Grace will have mid–week services in the chapel at 6:15pm on Wednesdays of Lent. 

We will sing evening prayer and our Lay Preachers will help us understand Jesus’ “I am” 
statements.

• February 28: I am the Light of the World John 8:12–20 Mitch Piper
• March 6: I am the Door John 10:1–10 Pastor Phil
• March 13: I am the Good Shepherd John 10:11–18 Jon Thorpe
• March 20: I am the Resurrection and the Life John 11:17–27 Jan Adams
Please join us.

Crafters’ Corner
The crafters will be holding a mini–spring sale before and after worship service on 

March 3 and March 10. 

Sunday School
Classes will be held during the worship service following the children’s message on the 

following dates:
• March 3
• March 17
• April 7

• April 21
• May 5
• May 19

Family Choir
The family choir will be rehearsing and singing during the worship service on the 

following dates:
• Rehearsal: February 25
• Sing: March 3
• Rehearsal: March 17

• Sing: March 24 (Palm Sunday) & 31 
(Easter service)

• Rehearsal: March 31; April 14 & 28
• Sing: May 12 & 19 (Music Sunday)



Guest Preacher
Next Sunday we will have a guest preacher from Food for the Poor. Their mission is to link the church of 

the First World with the church of the Developing World in a manner that helps both the materially poor and 
the poor in spirit. Pastor Dean spent some time working with this organization.



Church Office Hours
Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm

Phone: 715–832–9713
Email: info@grace–church.org

Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
• Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org go to “Our Ministry.”

Bulletins can also be found at https://grace–church.org/ under the “Our Ministry.”

Recordings of worship services are also broadcast on:
• Televised on Sundays 10:30am WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD (every other week)

If you missed one of our services, they are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” 
YouTube page https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk3CdLQ1sDO6esaa3zUMKCQ

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713

Altar Flowers
Altar flowers given today by Elizabeth Brandser and family in memory of our beloved Mother and 

Grandmother, Ann Aaron. Happy Heavenly Birthday. You are missed beyond measure.

A Special Welcome to Visitors
This may be your first visit to Grace Lutheran. If so, know that we welcome you with open arms just as you 

are. We want to have our life shaped by you; if you brought a restless child with you, thank you for adding 
some extra liveliness to our space. Your presence enriches our life together. There is a little white card in 
racks on the seat in front of you. Fill that out if you’d like to us to know your name and address or if there is 
something we could do for you.

This may be your first visit to visit to a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. If so, 
a few words about our worship may be helpful.

First of all, relax! You cannot make a mistake in worship. Feel free to ask someone for help or directions 
if you need them. This is a friendly bunch of folks. Feel free to observe. Worship is a great drama of God’s 
word, song, prayers, and actions. We stand up, sit down, and move around as a way of involving our whole 
selves in worship. You will find much of what you need to guide you in this bulletin and some songs are in the 
cranberry hymnal on the rack by your knees.

Our way of worshiping is steeped in the great traditions going back to the early followers of Jesus. We 
worship in a way that is traditional, and our message–like Christ’s–is always progressive, reaching toward the 
future God is preparing for us. Jesus’ ministry offered an open invitation to God’s grace. When we celebrate 
the meal he gave us, we continue to invite everyone to his table. That includes you!

Thank you for joining us today! If you would like to become a part of this community, we will be receiving 
new members in April. Please talk to the pastor or another member about your interest or fill out the card 
mentioned above.


