
Third Sunday in Lent

March 3, 2024
10:00am

Today we hear about Food for the Poor whose mission is to link the church of the 
First World with the church of the Developing World in a manner that helps both the 
materially poor and the poor in spirit. The materially poor are served by local churches, 
clergy and lay leaders who have been empowered and supplied with goods by Food For 
The Poor. The poor in spirit are renewed by their relationship with and service to the 
poor through direct ministries of teaching, encouragement and prayer. Ultimately, they 
seek to bring both benefactors and recipients to a closer union with our Lord



Gathering

Prelude These Are the Holy Ten Commands, BWV 678  J. S. Bach

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
who writes the law on our hearts,
who draws all people together through Jesus.

Amen

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.
We hoard resources while our neighbors
are hungry and cold.
We speak in ways that silence others.
We are silent when we should speak up.
We keep score in our hearts.
We let hurts grow into hatred.
For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.
Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:
Out of love for the whole world,
God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin,
washes away our wrongs,
and restores the promise of life through † Jesus Christ.

Amen

Opening Hymn O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate  #722

Apostolic Greeting

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, and 
Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Kyrie

Breathing
Inhale: You care for us, Lord.
Exhale: We care for the world.

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word

Family Choir This Little Light of Mine  arr. Mark Patterson
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3) 
Shine, shine, shine. (x2) Take this little light. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3) 
Let it shine (x3) 
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3)

I’m gonna let it shine til Jesus comes. I’m gonna let it shine. 
Shine til Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine. (x3)

Children’s Message

The First Reading is from Exodus, Chapter 20
1God spoke all these words:
2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.



4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject 
me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and 
keep my commandments.

7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name.

8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work — you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath 
day and consecrated it.

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you.

13You shall not murder.
14You shall not commit adultery.
15You shall not steal.
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Anthem Give Me Jesus  arr. Keith Hampton
In de mornin’ when I rise, give me Jesus. 
You may have all dis worl’, give me Jesus.

Dark midnight was my cry,  Give me Jesus. 
You may have all dis worl’, give me Jesus.

Just about the break of day, give me Jesus. 
You may have all this world, give me Jesus

The Second Reading is from 1 Corinthians, Chapter 1
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 



Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel for today comes from John Chapter 2
Glory to you, O Lord.

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor David Hulse, Food for the Poor

Hymn Canticle of the Turning  #723



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 
creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Meal

Offering Cross of Jesus  Austin Lovelace
Offering Prayer
Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have 
gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but 
with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in your name.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid have 

grape juice instead of wine.

Organ Meditation O Lamb of God, Most Holy  Georg Telemann



Prayer After Communion
Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat 
are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, 
the Bread of life.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing

Sending Hymn Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  #712

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share your bread.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude Capriccio  Rachel Lauren
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday (3rd)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
Strong Bodies – 1pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 10am
Text Study – 12pm
Lenten Service – 6:15pm
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
Strong Bodies – 1pm
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Sunday (10th)
Daylight Saving Time

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Jonah, Scouts, ECWiT, ADRC, Theater Guild, 
Randall Park Neighborhood Association

Daylight Saving Time Starts
Daylight Saving Time begins next Sunday (March 10), so remember to turn your 

clocks ahead one hour before you go to sleep on Saturday.

Lenten Services
Grace will have mid–week services in the chapel at 6:15pm on Wednesdays of Lent. 

We will sing evening prayer and our Lay Preachers will help us understand Jesus’ “I am” 
statements.

• March 6: I am the Door John 10:1–10 Pastor Phil
• March 13: I am the Good Shepherd John 10:11–18 Jon Thorpe
• March 20: I am the Resurrection and the Life John 11:17–27 Jan Adams
Please join us.

Crafters’ Corner
The crafters will be holding a mini–spring sale before and after worship service on 

March 3 and March 10. 

Sunday School
Classes will be held during the worship service following the children’s message on the 

following dates:
• March 3
• March 17
• April 7

• April 21
• May 5
• May 19

Family Choir
The family choir will be rehearsing and singing during the worship service on the 

following dates:
• Sing: March 3
• Rehearsal: March 17
• Sing: March 24 (Palm Sunday) & 31 

(Easter service)

• Rehearsal: March 31; April 14 & 28
• Sing: May 12 & 19 (Music Sunday)





Church Office Hours
Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm

Phone: 715–832–9713
Email: info@grace–church.org

Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
• Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry Bulletins may also be found 

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD 
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube 
page — https://bit.ly/49WLWPj

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 
2:00 p.m. by emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713


