
Twenty–third Sunday 
After Pentecost

November 16, 2025

10:00am



Gathering

Prelude
Piano	 Intermezzo, Op 118, No 2�� Johannes Brahms
Pacibells	 God of Grace, God of Life�� Sharon Elery Rogers

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Hymn	 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less�� #597

Apostolic Greeting

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, and 
Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Kyrie





Prayer of the Day
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through 
what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Word

Family Choir	 Shall We Gather at the River

Children’s Message

The First Reading is from Malachi, chapter 4
1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 

will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that 
it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem	 We Shall Overcome
We shall overcome. (2x)
We shall overcome someday.
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe that we 
shall overcome some day.

We’ll walk hand in hand. (2x)
We’ll walk hand in hand someday.
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe that we 
shall overcome some day.

We shall live in peace. (2x)
We shall live in peace someday.

Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe that we 
shall overcome some day.

We are not afraid. (2x)
We are not afraid today.
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe that we 
shall overcome some day.

God will see us through. (2x)
God will see us through someday.
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe that we 
shall overcome some day.

The Second Reading is from 2nd Thessalonians, chapter 3
6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us.

7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when 
we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil 
and labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you.

9 This was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to 
imitate.



10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to 
work should not eat.

11 For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any 
work. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing 
what is right.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

The gospel for today comes from Luke, chapter 21
Glory to you, O Lord.

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about 
to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my 
name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.

9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must 
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 
11 there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will 
be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 
because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify.

14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you 
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 



16 You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will 
put some of you to death.

17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 
19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon	 Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn of the Day	 O God, Our Help in Ages Past�� #632

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.

A brief silence.

. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Peace



Meal

Offering
Pacibells	 With Peals of Thanks and Praise�� arr. Michael Ryan

Offering Prayer
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 
things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance 
of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and 
forever.

Amen

Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid have 

grape juice instead of wine.



Prayer After Communion
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to 
gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in 
Christ’s name.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 
Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you † and grant you a faithful 
and courageous heart now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn	 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow�� #327

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow�� Paul Manz
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Blessing Box
Our endless summer is finally coming to an end and before we know it winter and 

everything that comes with it will be here. Our Blessing Box is open all year and we 
would like to keep it stocked especially in the cold winter months. Here are some of the 
items we need:

•  cereal
•  crackers
•  soap
•  hats
•  packaged soup

•  packaged noodles
•  toothpaste
•  hand warmers
•  tuna pouches
•  packaged potatoes

•  scarves
•  socks
•  granola bars
•  peanut butter
•  gloves

As the weather turns colder, we will not be collecting any canned goods or liquid 
items that may freeze and explode.

You can drop off any donations outside the church office or at the Friendship Door. 
You are also always welcome to put any donations directly into the Blessing Box at any 
time.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday (16th)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am
Pastor Phil’s Sabbatical 

Talk – 11am

Monday
Scouts – 6pm

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm
Church Council – 7pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 10am
Text Study – 12 noon
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Sunday (23rd)
Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am
Pastor Phil’s Sabbatical 

Talk – 11am
Other groups using the building this week: Jonah, Scouts, ECWiT, Theater Guild



Pastor Phil’s Sabbatical
No, Pastor Phil is not going on another sabbatical. He's talking about how he spent his summer and what 

he learned while he was away.
This talk is part of Grace's Adult Education Event and will take place on November 16th, after the worship 

service. Please join us if you are interested.

Altar Flowers
Altar flowers were given in honor of Barbara Radke. Sorry about the mix–up last week.

Office Closed
The church office will be closed November 26 & 27 for Thanksgiving. Thank you for your understanding.

Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
•  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
•  Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry Bulletins may also be found 

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD 
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube page — http://
grace–church.org/our–ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713


