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Gathering

Prelude	 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded�� Johannes Brahms

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Hymn	 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!�� #634

Apostolic Greeting

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, and 
Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Kyrie





Prayer of the Day
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship 
you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, 
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

Amen

Word

Children’s Message

The first reading is from Jeremiah, chapter 23
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 

2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd 
my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 
3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will 
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.

5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem	 Rejoice, the Lord Is King!�� Larry Shackley
Rejoice, the Lord is King!
Your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph 
evermore.
Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again, I say, rejoice!

Jesus, the Savior, reigns, the God of truth 
and love;
When He had purged our stains, He took 
His seat above.
Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again, I say, rejoice!

His Kingdom cannot fail, He rules o’er earth 
and heav’n;
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus 
giv’n.

Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again, I say, rejoice!

Rejoice, in glorious hope!
Our Lord the Judge shall come and take His 
servants up to their eternal home.
Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again, I say, rejoice!



The second reading is from Colossians, chapter 1
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 

that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who 
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us 
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created through him and for him. 
17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come 
to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

The gospel for today comes from Luke, chapter 23
Glory to you, O Lord.

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King 
of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of 
the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 



not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed 
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in 
your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon	 Rev. Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn of the Day	 My Song Is Love Unknown�� #343

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need.

A brief silence.

. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Peace



Meal

Offering	 Jesus Shall Reign�� Wilbur Held
Offering Prayer
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 
things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance 
of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and 
forever.

Amen

Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid have 

grape juice instead of wine.



Hymn	 Jesus, Remember Me�� #616

Prayer After Communion
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to 
gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in 
Christ’s name.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 
Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.

The holy Trinity bless you † and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever.
Amen.



Sending Hymn	 Beautiful Savior�� #838

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 My Song Is Love Unknown�� R. Vaughan Williams
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Blessing Box
Our endless summer is finally coming to an end and before we know it winter and 

everything that comes with it will be here. Our Blessing Box is open all year and we 
would like to keep it stocked especially in the cold winter months. Here are some of the 
items we need:

•  cereal
•  crackers
•  soap
•  hats
•  packaged soup

•  packaged noodles
•  toothpaste
•  hand warmers
•  tuna pouches
•  packaged potatoes

•  scarves
•  socks
•  granola bars
•  peanut butter
•  gloves

As the weather turns colder, we will not be collecting any canned goods or liquid 
items that may freeze and explode.

You can drop off any donations outside the church office or at the Friendship Door. 
You are also always welcome to put any donations directly into the Blessing Box at any 
time.

Thank you for your continued support.

Blue Christmas
Christmas can be a hard time of the year for those grieving. St. John’s Lutheran on 

Highland Ave will have a Blue Christmas service to support those who have suffered 
losses of any kind on December 6th at 2pm. You are welcome to join in this reflective 
time.

Bishop Coming to Grace
On December 7th, our bishop, Martin Halom, will visit our congregation and 

proclaim the Word to us during our Sunday morning service. Please join us to meet the 
Bishop and let him see what a lively place Grace Lutheran is.

Crafters’ Corner
The Crafters will meet again in January 2026. Everyone will be notified of the exact 

date.
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2025–11–23

Weekly Calendar
Sunday (23rd)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am
Organ Recital – 4pm

Monday
Scouts – 6pm

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 10am
Text Study – 12 noon
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
Thanksgiving Day

Sunday (30th)
Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Jonah, Scouts, ECWiT, Theater Guild, Randall 
Park Neighborhood Association



Temporary shift in our music 
leadership

Our choir director, Diana Cataldi, has been 
working on a degree as Speech Language Pathologist. 
She is nearing the end of her program of study and 
requested a leave for the Spring to allow her to focus 
on the Externship she will have. She helped us find 
Micah Bland to cover for her absence and he has 
agreed to serve us in this capacity. Diana will continue 
as a member of Grace and its council during this time. 
We wish her all the best on the practical application 
of what she has learned over the past couple of years.

Dr. Micah Bland is Lecturer of Choral and Music 
Education at the University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire, where he directs the Concert and Symphonic 
choirs, and teaches courses in choral music education 
and conducting. As an accomplished choral musician 
and educator, Bland has directed ensembles at the 
University of Southern California, University of 
Texas at San Antonio, The University of Toledo, 
Ranger College, James “Nikki” Rowe High School, 
and Gainesville Middle School, in addition to professional leadership positions in community and religious 
organizations. Bland is an active author and clinician with nineteen articles published in academic and 
practitioner journals. His passion for music educator training led to the creation of ChoralEd, a video 
podcast on YouTube, which is also a monthly blog feature on the American Choral Directors Association’s 
(ACDA) Choral.Net. Bland currently serves ACDA as editor of the “Student Times” column for the Choral 
Journal and member of the Education and Communication National Standing Committee. Additional 
honors include first place at the Barbershop Harmony Society’s International Chorus Competition (2003) 
with the Vocal Majority Chorus, with whom he has recorded three albums, recipient of the Music Teaching 
and Learning Award from the Thornton School of Music, and first place in the ML Daniels Composition 
Competition. Bland holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Southern California, a 
Master of Music in Choral Conducting from the University of Texas at San Antonio, and a Bachelor of Music 
in Vocal Music Education from Abilene Christian University.

The Holiday Parade Warming House Hospitality
Grace Lutheran will once again be joining with our scouts to host the Eau Claire community on the 

evening of the Holiday parade on December 5th. We will welcome folks from 6:30 to 8pm. This is a great 
way for us to work alongside of the scouts for the good of our larger community. If you’d like to serve cookies, 
popcorn, and coco to those seeking warmth or just be a welcoming presence to guide people, please join us. I 
have had many community members express their appreciation for this annual effort. Enriching the evening, 
our choir will sing carols and the bells will provide additional music. Talk to Pastor Phil if you have any 
questions.





The Crafers’ Thank You!
The Crafters’ want the entire Congregation to know that you are appreciated and we thank you for your 

support and generosity. Because of the support and efforts of you “our Congregation”, we were able to have a 
very successful and truly unique event. We thank you all so very much.

Your donations, purchases, and help enables us to have a very successful sale. This year we are able to give 
$1,000 to Grace Communities, $1,000 to our Organ Fund, and $400 to Bolton House with enough left to 
purchase supplies for next year.

We owe special thanks to Matt, Andrew, and Pastor Phil for designing and printing our flyer, helping to set 
up and tending to our many, many requests as we were setting up.

Again thank you to everyone, we couldn't do it without you.
The Crafters of Grace Lutheran Church

Beacon House Thank You!
A Thank You to all of the Grace Members who supplied support for the homeless families at the Beacon 

House Shelter in November. The Deacon Fund has received many donations which have been used to 
purchase such staples as milk, juice, fruit and other pantry items. This have been very helpful when shopping 
for these supplies.

The entrees for the three evening meals were made and delivered by Jan Adams, Connie Beck, Carla 
Reppert–Lokken, Barbara Piper and Diane Pomplun. All the additional food for each meal was brought in 
by Jennifer VanderWal, Julie Booth, Dale Reid, Bev Page, Elaine Berg, Wilma Hovland, Connie Felton, Betty 
Baribeau.

The adults really appreciated the tasty main dishes while the children asked for more helpings of fruit!

Thanksgiving
The church office will be closed next Wednesday and Thursday for Thanksgiving. Pastor Phil will be in 

town and available if any emergencies arise.
For anyone looking for fellowship this Thanksgiving, Spirit Lutheran church will have a special Thanksgiving 

Eve worship on Wednesday, November 26, at 6:00pm with a pie social following.



Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
•  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
•  Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry Bulletins may also be found 

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD 
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube page — http://
grace–church.org/our–ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713


