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Gathering

Prelude	 Veni Emmanuel
	 Beautiful Savior�� Setting by John Leavitt

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Hymn	 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1 through 4)�� #257

Apostolic Greeting

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, and 
Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Kyrie



Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

Word

Children’s Message & Lighting of the Advent Candles

The first reading is from Isaiah, chapter 2
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 In days to come

the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains

and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.

3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;

neither shall they learn war any more.



5 O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk

in the light of the Lord!

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem	 Come to Us, Lord�� John Helgen/ arr. B. Ellingboe
Come to us, Lord, come
Here on earth your will be done.

All your people to deliver a child and yet a King.
For today in us forever all your gracious people bring

Come to us, Lord, come
Here on earth your will be done.

By your own eternal spirit rule in our hearts alone.
By your own sufficient merit raise us to your royal throne.

Come to us, Lord, come
Here on earth your will be done. (repeat 3x)

The second reading is from Romans, chapter 13
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!



Gospel Acclamation

The gospel for today comes from Matthew, chapter 24
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep 
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon	 Rev. Tim Lincoln

Hymn of the Day	 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers�� #244

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 



true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

. . . God of grace,
Hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

Peace



Meal

Offering	 In Dulci Jubilo

Offering Prayer
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 
kingdom come.

Amen

Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid have 

grape juice instead of wine.



Violin	 Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring�� J. S. Bach

Prayer After Communion
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing
May God who comes among us, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

Sending Hymn	 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus�� #254

Dismissal
Go in peace. Keep awake.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 Poco Vivace�� Hermann Schoeder
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Blessing Box
Our endless summer is finally coming to an end and before we know it winter and 

everything that comes with it will be here. Our Blessing Box is open all year and we 
would like to keep it stocked especially in the cold winter months. Here are some of the 
items we need:

•  cereal
•  crackers
•  soap
•  hats
•  packaged soup

•  packaged noodles
•  toothpaste
•  hand warmers
•  tuna pouches
•  packaged potatoes

•  scarves
•  socks
•  granola bars
•  peanut butter
•  gloves

As the weather turns colder, we will not be collecting any canned goods or liquid 
items that may freeze and explode.

You can drop off any donations outside the church office or at the Friendship Door. 
You are also always welcome to put any donations directly into the Blessing Box at any 
time.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday (30th)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Monday
Scouts – 6pm

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 10am
Text Study – 12 noon
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Friday
Warming House

Sunday (7th)
Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Jonah, Scouts, ECWiT, Theater Guild, Randall 
Park Neighborhood Association



Blue Christmas
Christmas can be a hard time of the year for those grieving. St. John’s Lutheran on Highland Ave will have 

a Blue Christmas service to support those who have suffered losses of any kind on December 6th at 2pm. You 
are welcome to join in this reflective time.

Bishop Coming to Grace
On December 7th, our bishop, Martin Halom, will visit our congregation and proclaim the Word to us 

during our Sunday morning service. Please join us to meet the Bishop and let him see what a lively place 
Grace Lutheran is.

The Holiday Parade Warming House Hospitality
Grace Lutheran will once again be joining with our scouts to host the Eau Claire community on the 

evening of the Holiday parade on December 5th. We will welcome folks from 6:30 to 8pm. This is a great 
way for us to work alongside of the scouts for the good of our larger community. If you’d like to serve cookies, 
popcorn, and coco to those seeking warmth or just be a welcoming presence to guide people, please join us. I 
have had many community members express their appreciation for this annual effort. Enriching the evening, 
our choir will sing carols and the bells will provide additional music. Talk to Pastor Phil if you have any 
questions.

Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
•  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
•  Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry Bulletins may also be found 

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD 
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube page — http://
grace–church.org/our–ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713


