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Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, and
Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.

GATHERING
Prelude Where Shepherds Lately Knelt Charles Callahan
O Little Town of Bethlehem Charles Callahan
Away in a Manger Keith Chapman

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 98)
Sing to God something brand new!

For God has done wonderful things!
God has not forgotten to love us all!

Even the ends of the earth have heard!
Make a joyful noise!

Break forth in song!
With voice and bells,

sing praise to the Holy One!
With the roaring sea and everything in it!

With all the land and everything in it!
The floods clap their hands.

The hills sing for joy.
Thank God! God is coming to set everything right:

Justice for everyone, everything fair.
Sing to God something brand new!

For God has done wonderful things!

Opening Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful (verses 1, 3, & 4) #283

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen




WORD

Children’s Message

Pacibells Away in 3 Manger arr. Bill Ingram

The First Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 9
2The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
%You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem Christmas Day Gustav Holst
Good Christian men, rejoice Jesus Christ is born today:

With heart, and soul, and voice; Ox and ass before Him bow,

Give ye heed to what we say: and He is in the manger now.

News! News! Christ is born today! (2x)



God rest you merry gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Saviour
was born on Christmas day,

To save us all from woe and sin,
When we were gone astray.

O tidings of comfort and joy

In Bethlehem, in Jewry,

This blessed Babe was born,
And laid within a manger,
Upon that holy morn;

The which His Mother, Mary,
Did nothing take in scorn.

O tidings of comfort and joy.

Good Christian men, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice:
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Joy! Joy!

Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath oped the heav’nly door,
And man Is blessed evermore.
Christ was born for this!

Good Christian men, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice:
Give ye heed to what we say:
News! News!

Jesus Christ is born today:

Ox and ass before Him bow,

And He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

Good Christian men, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice:
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Joy! Joy!

Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath oped the heav’nly door,
And man Is blessed evermore.
Christ was born for this!

Now to the lord sing praises,

All you within this place,

And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;

This holy tide of Christmas

All others doth efface.

O tidings of comfort and joy

The First Nowell,
Born is the King of Israel.

Good Christian men, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grace:
Peace! Peace!

Jesus Christ was born to save!
Call you one, and calls you all,
To gain His everlasting hall:
Christ was born to save!

The Second Reading is from Titus, chapter 2

"The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, "training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, *while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. “He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for
good deeds.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Pacibells Carol of the Bells arr. Jason W Krug



The Gospel for today comes from Luke, chapter 2
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. ?This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. *"He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®*While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8n that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. ° Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
see—| am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '?This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” "*And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Phil Ruge-Jones
Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing #270

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the Church
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

...Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

MEAL

Offering Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem #279

Offering Prayer
God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid have
grape juice instead of wine.



Prayer After Communion
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.

Amen.

Candlelighting and Silent Night

Solo sung by Randy Adams
Verse 1
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Congregation Sings Verses 2 & 3

Verse 2 Verse 3

Silent night, holy night! Silent night, holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight; Son of God, love’s pure light

glories stream from heaven afar, radiant beams from your holy face,

heav’'nly hosts sing, alleluia! with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Christ, the Savior, is born! Jesus, Lord, at your birth,

Christ, the Savior, is born! Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
SENDING

Blessing

Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude From Heaven Above to Earth | Come ).S.Bach
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Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10AM — 2PM
Phone: 715-832-9713
Email: info@grace—church.org

Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge—Jones: pastorphil@grace—church.org [=]y1c'[=]
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Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on: 'E

e Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
¢ Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace—church.org/our—ministry Bulletins may also be found

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube page — http://

grace—church.org/our—ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by
emailing Andrew at info@grace—church.org or by calling the office at 715-832-9713




