
Baptism of Our Lord

January 11, 2026
10:00am



Gathering

Prelude	 Sonata V: Largo�� J. S. Bach

Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 
gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism . . . in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever.

Amen
Having given thanks for the gift of our baptism, I ask you to reaffirm promises 
made when you were baptized. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the 
word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? Do you?

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
May God who has given you the will to do these things give you the grace and 
power to perform them.

Amen.

Opening Hymn	 Crashing Waters at Creation�� #455

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, 
and Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Prayer of the Day
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ 
faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with 
your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen



Word

Children’s Message

The First Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 42
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice

or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.

4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

5 Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,

who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:

6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;

I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
7 to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.

8 I am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.

9 See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;

before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem	 Praise His Holy Name�� Keith Hampton



The Second Reading is from Acts, chapter 10
34 Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household: “I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and 
practices righteousness is acceptable to him.

36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.

39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day 
and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation



The Gospel for today comes from Matthew, chapter 3
Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?”

15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.

16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending 
like a dove and alighting on him.

17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 
I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon	 Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn of the Day	Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

. . . Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend 
all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus 
our Savior.

Amen.

Meal

Offering

Offering Prayer
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for 
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use 
what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid 

have grape juice instead of wine.



Prayer After Communion
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from 
this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and 
bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing

Sending Hymn	 Spirit of Gentleness�� #396

Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 Fugue on the Carillon of Soissons�� Maurice Duruflé
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday (11th)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am
Council Retreat – 11am

Monday
Elizabeth Circle – 10am
Scouts – 6pm

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 10:00am
Text Study – 12:00noon
Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm

Thursday
ADRC – Strong Bodies – 1pm
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Friday
Roman Senate grants Octavian 

the title of Augustus – 27bc

Sunday (18th)
Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Eau Claire Tenant–Landlord Resource Center, 
Brighter than Sunshine, Scouts, ECWiT, Theater Guild

Offering Envelopes
The 2026 offering envelopes are on a table in the narthex. Please pick your’s up.
If you are a new member there may not be a set with your name on it since we have 

to order them far in advance. In that case, there are several blank sets without names or 
numbers on them. Feel free to pick one up and use it for the time being.

Elizabeth Circle
Elizabeth Circle will meet at 10 AM on Monday, January 12, 2026, in the Lounge at 

Grace. It is a morning filled with fun, fellowship, food and Bible Study. All women are 
invited. No prep needed, as we read, study and discuss together this month’s bible study 
from the Gather magazine.



Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
•  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
•  Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry Bulletins may also be found 

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD 
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube page — http://
grace–church.org/our–ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713

Amy Benson Funeral Service
Amy Benson’s family is preparing her memorial service with a visitation at Grace on Friday, Feb 6th from 

4 to 7pm and a service on Saturday, Feb 7th at 1:30 with a reception to follow.

Church Council Retreat
The church council will have a retreat after the service to think about the faithful direction our ministry 

will take in the years ahead. Please support them with your prayers.

Annual Meeting Coming Up
The congregation’s annual meeting will take place on February 1st after worship. All members are 

encouraged to attend. Reports will be available next Sunday.

Welcome Micah Bland
Welcome to Micah Bland who will be leading our choir over the next several months while Diana 

engages in her internship is speech therapy. We appreciate your willingness to support our choir’s praise and 
proclamation.


