
Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2026
10:00am



Gathering

Prelude
Pacibells	 Out of the Depths (based on Psalm 130)�� Max Drischner

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, 
and Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.



Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us.

We confess
that we have turned from you

and given ourselves
into the power of sin.

We are truly sorry
and humbly repent.

In your compassion
forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,
things we have done

and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you,

and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you

in newness of life
through Jesus Christ

our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us
even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive
together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of † Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God
strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

Opening Hymn	 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing�� #886

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



Kyrie



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life 
in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

Amen

Word

Children’s Message

The reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 37
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 

of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He 
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 
Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews 
on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put 
breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 
open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord 
when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the 
Lord.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!



Anthem	 Tree of Life�� Marty Haugen
Tree of life and awesome myst’ry, in 

your death we are reborn;
Though you die in all of hist’ry, still you 

rise with ev’ry morn.

Seed that dies to rise in glory, may we 
see ourselves in you;

If we learn to live your story, we may 
die to rise anew.

We remember truth once spoken, love 
passed on through act and word;

Ev’ry person lost and broken wears the 
body of our Lord.

Gentle Jesus, Mighty Spirit, come 
inflame our hearts a new;

We may all your joy inherit if we bear 
the cross with you.

Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 
stumbling though our steps may be;

One with you in joy and sorrow, we the 
river, you the sea.

Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel for today comes from John, chapter 11
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message 
to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was.

   7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 
are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the 



light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is 
not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking 
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha 
said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard 
it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who 
were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he 
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed 
you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that 
you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon	 Rev. Dean Simpson

Hymn	 You Are the Way�� #758

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

. . . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

Meal

Offering	 Ah, Holy Jesus�� Wilbur Held
Offering Prayer
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:



Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid 

have grape juice instead of wine.



Prayer After Communion
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing

Sending Hymn	 In the Cross of Christ I Glory �� #324

Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude	 We Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ�� J. S. Bach
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Margaret Hunstad’s Birthday
Let’s shower Margaret Hunstad with birthday cards April 6 

for her 99th birthday! Send a card, call her, send an email. She 
will enjoy every connection. Her address: Margaret Hunstad 
286 N Wilson Dr Rm B243 Altoona WI 54720. Phone to her 
room: 715–598–7918 Email: mlhunstad@yahoo.com

Church Spring Cleaning
On March 26 from 10am to noon we will have a Spring 

Cleaning for Grace Lutheran. All who are available and willing 
are invited to join us as we freshen up the church building.

Weekly Calendar
Sunday (22nd)

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Monday
Scouts – 6pm

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am

Wednesday
Crafters – 9am
Text Study – 12noon
Lenten Service – 6:15pm
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
Church Spring 

Cleaning – 10am
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Sunday (22nd)
Palm Sunday

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Eau Claire Tenant–Landlord Resource Center, 
Brighter than Sunshine, Scouts, ECWiT, Theater Guild
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Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
•  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
•  Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry 

Bulletins may also be found on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 
18, Cable 9, 618HD (every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” 
YouTube page — http://grace–church.org/our–ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is 
Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling 

the office at 715–832–9713


