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Gathering

Prelude	 Variations on “Wie lieblich ist der Maien”�� Felix Bräuer

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Hymn	 For the Beauty of the Earth�� #879

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Land Acknowledgment
We recognize that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Ojibwe, Ho Chunk, 
and Dakota. We acknowledge their leaders, past, present, and emerging.





Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to 
all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

Amen

Word

Children’s Message

The first reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 43
1 Then [the divine messenger] brought me to the gate, the gate facing east. 
2 And there the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the east; the sound 

was like the sound of mighty waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 3 The 
vision I saw was like the vision that I had seen when he came to destroy the city 
and like the vision that I had seen by the River Chebar, and I fell upon my face.

4 As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the gate facing east, 5 the 
spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the temple.

6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard someone speaking to me 
out of the temple. 7a He said to me: “Mortal, this is the place of my throne and 
the place for the soles of my feet, where I will reside among the people of Israel 
forever.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

The second reading is from Acts, chapter 17
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 

extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with 
the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 
this I proclaim to you.

24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mortals life and breath and all things.

26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 
they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about 
for him and find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For 



‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 
have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’

29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have 
the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Anthem	 Abide with Me�� arr. by Molly Ijames
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who like thyself, my guide and strength can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

Hold thou Thy cross before my closing eyes.
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Gospel Acclamation



The Gospel for today comes from John, chapter 14
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.
20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you.
21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, 

and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon	 Pastor Phil Ruge–Jones

Hymn	 He Comes to Us As One Unknown�� #737

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the Church
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

. . . Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

Peace

Meal

Offering	 Now We Join in Celebration�� Marcel Dupré
Offering Prayer
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving



It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Words of Institution

Communion
Our communion bread is gluten free and the communion cups with clear liquid 

have grape juice instead of wine.

Prayer After Communion
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are mak-
ing all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our en-
emies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Sending

Blessing

Sending Hymn	 We Know that Christ Is Raised�� #449

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude	 Sonata I – Allegro assai vivace�� Felix Mendelssohn



Elizabeth Circle
Elizabeth Circle will meet at 10am on Monday, May 11, 2026, in the Lounge at Grace. 

It is a morning filled with fun, fellowship, food and Bible Study. We invite all women to 
join. No prep needed, as we read, study and discuss together this month’s bible study 
from the Gather magazine.

Portions of service from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License SAS103714
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Choir Director: Micah Bland
Pacibells Director: Karen Lionberger

Weekly Calendar
Sunday (10th)

Mother’s Day
Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Monday
Elizabeth Circle – 10am
Scouts – 6pm

Tuesday
Prayer Group – 11am
ADRC Strong Bodies – 1pm

Wednesday
Crafters – 9am
Text Study – 12noon
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Thursday
Ascension Day

ADRC Strong Bodies – 1pm
Pacibells Rehearsal – 6pm

Sunday (17th)
Music Sunday

Coffee Hour – 9:30am
Worship – 10am

Other groups using the building this week: Eau Claire County, Scouts, Brighter than Sunshine, 
ECWiT, Theater Guild
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Church Office Hours

Monday — Thursday : 10am — 2pm
Phone: 715–832–9713

Email: info@grace–church.org
Rev. Dr. Phil Ruge–Jones: pastorphil@grace–church.org

Services are live streamed Sundays at 10am on:
•  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gracelutheraneauclaire/
•  Youtube embedded in our website: https://grace–church.org/our–ministry Bulletins may also be found 

on the same page.

Recordings of worship services are broadcast Sundays 10:30am on WQOW Channel 18, Cable 9, 618HD 
(every other week)

Past services are posted at “Grace Lutheran Church ELCA Eau Claire Wisconsin” YouTube page — http://
grace–church.org/our–ministry

Do you have information for the bulletin and Grace at a Glance? Deadline is Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. by 
emailing Andrew at info@grace–church.org or by calling the office at 715–832–9713


